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SINGAPORE DEEPENS TIES WITH VIETNAM THROUGH HO CHI MINH STATUE
AND COMMEMORATIVE MARKER

Singapore, 28 September 2011 - Singapore’s Minister for Information,
Communications and the Arts Dr Yaacob Ibrahim and Vietham’s President Truong
Tan Sang, who is on an official visit to Singapore, unveiled a statue of Ho Chi Minh —
the founding father of modern Vietnam, at the Asian Civilisations Museum Green
(ACM Green) today.

The statue forms part of the existing Ho Chi Minh Marker on the ACM Green, which
comprises a storyboard detailing Ho Chi Minh’s significant contributions to Vietnam’s
independence and his visits to Singapore. The addition of the bronze statue signifies
a reaffirmation of both cultural and bilateral ties between Singapore and Vietnam.

To cater to Vietnamese tourists and the growing community in Singapore, a
Vietnamese translation of the marker text has also been included. The enhanced
marker serves as a visual reminder of Ho Chi Minh’s struggles and accomplishments
in his fight for Vietnam’s independence.

The Vietnamese hero of national liberation and the first President of the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam, Ho Chi Minh is much revered by the Vietnamese for his vision
and determination to unite the country and chart a course for self-government.
Records showed that Ho Chi Minh visited Singapore twice in May 1930 and again in
January 1933 during his numerous trips around the region to rally support for his
cause.

In 2008, the Ho Chi Minh Marker was erected at the ACM Green as the second
marker in the National Heritage Board’s (NHB) Friends to Our Shores series, which
commemorates eminent overseas personalities who had a connection to Singapore.
The unveiling ceremony at that time was held in conjunction with NHB's first ASEAN
country-themed festival, Vietham Festival, and to celebrate 35 years of diplomatic
relations between Singapore and Vietnam.

Today, the enhanced marker is a result of the joint efforts of the Embassy of the
Socialist Republic of Viet Nam and NHB. It will not only bring our people and visitors
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together to share and learn about our history, but will also enrich the public’s
understanding of Singapore’s unique role in regional and world history.

For more information, please refer to the attached documents:

— Factsheet on the Ho Chi Minh Statue and Commemorative Marker
o ANNEX 1 — NHB’s Friends to Our Shores markers
o ANNEX 2 — Text and poem on the Ho Chi Minh Marker

- END -

About the National Heritage Board

The National Heritage Board (NHB) champions the development and promotion of a
vibrant cultural and heritage sector in Singapore. It makes heritage enriching,
relevant and accessible to all through staging innovative programmes and forging
partnerships. NHB leverages on technology and refreshing new approaches to make
heritage more dynamic, alive and exciting. It also manages both national and public
museums, the National Archives of Singapore, the Preservation of Monuments
Board and the Heritage Conservation Centre. NHB was formed on 1 August 1993 as
a statutory board under the Ministry of Information, Communications and the Arts
(MICA). Please visit www.nhb.gov.sg for more information.

For media queries, please contact:

Joanne Fang (Ms)

Manager

Marketing and Corporate Communications
National Heritage Board

DID: 6332 5405

Email: joanne_fang@nhb.gov.sg

Sylvia Goh (Ms)

Manager

Marketing and Corporate Communications
National Heritage Board

DID: 6332 4485

Email: sylvia_goh@nhb.gov.sg
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Factsheet on the Ho Chi Minh Statue
and Commemorative Marker

Unveiling of Ho Chi Minh Statue and Commemorative Marker

Singapore’s Minister for Information, Communications and the Arts Dr Yaacob
Ibrahim and Vietnam’s President Truong Tan Sang unveiled a statue of Ho Chi Minh
— the founding father of modern Vietham, on 28 September 2011 at the Asian
Civilisations Museum Green (ACM Green).

The statue forms part of the Ho Chi Minh Marker currently on the ACM Green, which
comprises a storyboard detailing Ho Chi Minh’s early life, political activities,
significant contributions to Vietnam’s independence and his visits to Singapore.
(Please refer to ANNEX 2 for more details) The addition of the bronze statue
signifies a reaffirmation of both cultural and bilateral ties between Singapore and
Vietnam.

The bronze statue was created by accomplished Viethamese sculptor Tran Van Lam,
and commissioned by the Ho Chi Minh Museum in Hanoi. A poem by Ho Chi Minh is
inscribed at the back of the marker.

A result of the joint efforts of the Embassy of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam and
NHB, the enhanced marker will serve as a visual reminder of Ho Chi Minh’s
accomplishments and struggles to achieve independence for Vietham. To cater to
Vietnamese tourists and the growing community in Singapore, a Vietnamese
translation of the marker text has also been included.

Background
In 2008, the Ho Chi Minh Marker was erected at the ACM Green as part of National

Heritage Board’s (NHB) Friends to Our Shores series of markers (please refer to
ANNEX 1), which commemorate eminent overseas personalities who contributed
much to his or her home country and are revered by his or her people. These
persons must also have visited Singapore, either as a visitor or diplomat.

The ceremony, officiated by Singapore’s then Minister for Foreign Affairs George

Yeo and Vietnam’s former Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Pham Gia
Khiem, was held in conjunction with NHB's first ASEAN country-themed festival,
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Vietnam Festival, and to celebrate 35 years of diplomatic relations between
Singapore and Vietnam.

Nguyen Sinh Cung or Ho Chi Minh (1890 — 1969), was born in the village of Kim Lien,
Nam Dan district, Nghe An province in Central Viet Nam. As a young boy, he was
introduced to the principles of liberty, equality and fraternity through the writings of
French thinkers. In 1911, at the age of 21, he left Viet Nam for Europe as a cook on
board a French steamship. Over the next two years, he travelled to Europe, Africa,
South America, and the United States, where he witnessed the poverty,
discrimination and injustices in these lands. These episodes, together with his early
introduction to revolutionary thinking, fired him up with ideals of national self-
determination.

Ho Chi Minh's convictions compelled him to participate in the establishment of the
Association of Annamite Patriots in 1917 to seek redress for colonial injustices. Ho
Chi Minh stopped by Singapore briefly in May 1930 when he was sent to preside
over the creation of Communist Parties in Siam, Malaya and Singapore. In the same
year, Ho Chi Minh founded the Communist Party of Viet Nam (Dong Cong San Viet
Nam) in Hong Kong. In 1941, Ho Chi Minh returned to Viet Nam for the first time in
30 years to form a new independence movement called the Viet Minh. With the end
of World War Il in August 1945, the Viet Minh established the Democratic Republic
of Viet Nam. In 1945, Ho Chi Minh was elected as the first President of the
Democratic Republic of Viet Nam, a post he held till his passing on 2 September
19609.
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ANNEX 1

NHB'’s ‘Friends to Our Shores’ Markers

NHB’s Friends to Our Shores series of markers commemorates eminent
personalities from abroad who had a connection to Singapore, by erecting a marker
dedicated to the person. The personality must be revered by his or her people back
home, had contributed much to the country of origin and had links to Singapore,
either as a visitor or diplomat.

Highlighting the significant role that Singapore has played in regional as well as
world history, this series aims to increase Singaporeans’ understanding of our history
and how we are intricately linked to the region. It is part of NHB’s ongoing efforts to
forge closer heritage collaborations with our regional and international neighbours.

Started in 2004, three personalities have been featured other than Ho Chi Minh.
They are: Joseph Conrad, a Polish-born English writer (2004); Dr Jose Rizal,
national hero of the Philippines (2008); and Deng Xiaoping, the architect of China’s
policies of economic reform and openness to the world (2010).

o Joseph Conrad marker (2004) — a Polish-born English writer who made
Singapore and the whole of Southeast Asia better known to the world. This
plaque was officially unveiled by H.E. Aleksander Kwasniewski, President of the
Republic of Poland, on 24 February 2004.

Refer to: http://heritagetrails.sg/content/516/Joseph_Conrad_Plaque.html

o Ho Chi Minh marker (2008) -- On 20 May 2008, Vietnam’s Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Pham Gia Khiem unveiled a heritage marker
dedicated to Ho Chi Minh — the father of modern Vietnam, at the Asian
Civilisations Museum (ACM) Green. This was held to commemorate the 35th
anniversary of diplomatic relations between Singapore and Vietnam.

o Dr Jose Rizal marker (2008) — In an affirmation of the strong friendship between
the Republic of the Philippines and Singapore, President S R Nathan unveiled a
heritage marker dedicated to Dr Jose Rizal, the national hero of the Philippines,
on 19 June 2008. The ceremony at the ACM Green was withessed by the
Philippines’ Secretary of Education, Mr Jesli Lapus and Chairman of the National
Heritage Board Professor Tommy Koh.
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o Deng Xiaoping marker (2010) — Unveiled on 14 November 2010 in conjunction
with the 20" anniversary of diplomatic relations between Singapore and China,
the Deng Xiaoping marker is the fourth in the Friends to Our Shores series.

For this series of markers, the NHB works closely with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and the respective foreign embassies.

To give each marker a unique identity, each marker usually includes an artwork
created by an artist from the country of origin. This also provides the overseas
counterparts a platform to showcase their artists. For example, the Joseph Conrad
and Jose Rizal markers include a medallion crafted by a leading sculptor from
Poland and the Philippines respectively. The artwork is sponsored by the respective
embassies located in Singapore. A famous quote by the personality and his/her
signature are also incorporated into the marker.
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ANNEX 2

Text on the Ho Chi Minh Marker (English)

HO CHI MINH (1890 — 1969)

Nguyen Sinh Cung or Ho Chi Minh as he is known today, was born on 19 May 1890 in the
village of Kim Lien, Nam Dan district, Nghe An province in Annam in Central Viet Nam. Born
to a government official in the then-French colony of Viet Nam and a resourceful mother who
was more of the family’s bread winner, Ho was the youngest of three children.

Ho was introduced at a young age to the ideas of Viethamese modernists and
French thinkers such as Jean Jacques Rousseau and Charles Louis de Secondat
Montesquieu. He first heard about the lofty principles of liberté, égalité, fraternité (English:
Liberty, equality and fraternity) as a boy of 13 and longed to see the France that pronounced
them.

In 1911, at the age of 21, he left Viet Nam for Europe as a cook on board a French
steamship. Over the next two years, he travelled to Europe, Africa, South America, and the
United States where he witnessed the poverty, discrimination and injustices in these lands
for himself. These episodes, together with his early introduction to revolutionary thinking,
fired him up with ideals of national self-determination.

Ho’s convictions compelled him to participate in the establishment of the Association of
Annamite Patriots in 1917 to seek redress for colonial injustices. At the Versailles
Conference in June 1919, he presented his Demands of the Annamite People to the Allied
Powers, seeking autonomy, equal rights and political freedom for Viet Nam. He signed off as
Nguyen Ai Quoc, (Nguyen the Patriot).

In 1925, Ho wrote a book detailing the colonial exploitation of his homeland and travelled to
parts of Asia with Viethamese exiles to organise revolutionary movements. He stopped by
Singapore briefly in May 1930.

In the same year, Ho founded the Communist Party of Viet Nam (Dang Cong San Viet Nam)
in Hong Kong. For his revolutionary activities, he was jailed by the British from 1931 to 1933
when he was finally allowed to leave. He attempted to head to the Soviet Union via
Singapore, sailing into Singapore in January 1933 but was immediately deported back to
Hong Kong.

In 1941, Ho returned to Viet Nam for the first time in 30 years to form a new independence
movement called the Viet Minh. He also changed his name to Ho Chi Minh, (Bringer of light).
With the end of World War 1l in August 1945, the Viet Minh established the Democratic
Republic of Viet Nam, following the successful August 1945 Revolution led by the
Communist Party of Viet Nam.

In 1945, Ho Chi Minh was elected as the first President of the Democratic Republic of Viet
Nam, a post he held until he passed away on 2 September 1969. Six years later, the two
parts of Viet Nam were reunited as the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, thus fulfilling
President Ho’s dream.
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In 1987, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO)
recognised Ho Chi Minh as Vietnamese hero of national liberation and
a great man of culture.

Text on the Ho Chi Minh Marker (Viethamese)

CHU TICH HO CHi MINH (1890-1969)

Ch tich H6 Chi Minh sinh ngay 19-5-1890 tai lang Kim Lién, tinh Nghé An, mién Trung Viét Nam. Xuat than tir mét gia dinh Nho giéo vao
thdi ky Viét Nam Ia thuéc dia cia Phap. Hé Chi Minh 12 ngui con ut trong ba ngudi con.

Tudi nién thigu Hé Chi Minh d dugc 1am quen véi nhimg tif tudng clia cic nha cach tan Viét Nam va nhiing nha tu tuéng mdi cia Phap
nhu Rousseau va Montesquieu. Khi 1 cau bé 13 tudi, |an dau tién Ngudi nghe dudc nhing nguyén téc cao ca bing tiéng Phap vé Tu do,
Binh dang, Bac &i va nong long dudc thay nudc Phap, dat nudc da dua ra nhig nguyén tic cao ca do.

Nam 1911, vao tudi 21, Ngudi da rdi Viét Nam sang chéu Au, véi nghé lam bép trén mét chiéc tau thuy chay bing hoi nudc clia Phép.
Nhimg nam tiép theo, Ngudi da dén chau Au, chau Phi, Nam My va nudc My. G nhitg ndi d6, H Chi Minh da chimg kién canh bén han,
phén biét va bt cong. Nhig diéu d6 cling vdi vidc sdm tiép xdc nhimg tu tudng cich mang da thdi biing trong dng ¥ chi tim ra con
duding giai phong dén tdc.

Nhitng nhan thifc cGia H6 Chi Minh da théi thic Ngudi sang Iap Hoi nhiing ngudi An Nam yéu nudc vao nam 1917, dé chdng lai su bat
cdng cia chi nghia thtc dan. Tai Hoi nghi Véc-xay, thang 6 nam 1919, Ngudi dé dua ra nhig Yéu séch clia nhén dén An Nam trutdc cac
cudng quéc dong minh, doi quyén tu tri, quyén binh dang va tu do chinh trj cho Viét Nam. Ngudi da ky tén la Nguyén Ai Quéc (Nguyén

yéu nudc).

Nam 1925, H6 Chi Minh viét cudn séch Ban &n ché do thuc dén Phap, trong do té”cé’o va lén 4n ban chat chl nghia thuc dan. Sau do,
Ngudi da qua mét s6 nudc chau A véi mét s8 ngudi Viét Nam cung chi huéng dé to chifc cic phong trao cach mang. Ngudi da dimg
chan & Singapore mét thdi gian ngan vao thang 5 nam 1930. Ciing nam nay, H6 Chi Minh da sang lap Pang Cong san Viét Nam tai
Héng Kéng.

Do nhiing hoat déng cach mang ctia minh, Ngudi da bi chinh quyén Anh bt giam tir nam 1931 dén nam 1933. Sau dé, Ngudi dudc tra ty do.
Ngudi da c6 gang vuot bién vé Lién X6 qua dudng Singapore. Ngudi dén Singapore vao thang 1 nam 1933 nhung sau dé phai quay trd lai
Héng Kéng.

Nam 1941, I3n déu tién sau 30 nam, Hé Chi Minh tré vé Viét Nam dé t& chifc phong trao déc Iap mdi goi 12 Viét Minh. Ngudi déi tén thanh
Hé Chi Minh. Thang 8 nam 1945, Cach mang théang Tam thanh cdng, nuéc Viét Nam Dan chii Céng hoa ra déi.

Nzm 1945, H6 Chi Minh dudc bau 1a Ch tich dau tién cla nudce Viét Nam Déan chi Céng hoa. Ngudi gid chifc vu nay cho tdi khi qua doi
vao ngay 2 thang 9 nam 1969. Sau nam sau ngay Ngudi mét, hai mién dat nudc Viét Nam dugc thdng nhat tron ven thanh nude Céng hoa
xa héi chi nghia Viét Nam diing nhu mong muén ctia Ngui.

Nam 1987, T8 chifc Gido duc, Khoa hoc va Vin héa Lién Hop Quédc (UNESCO) dé ton vinh Ho Chi Minh 1a anh hiing gidi phéng dan téc
Viét Nam, Danh nhén Vin héa thé gidi.
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Poem by Ho Chi Minh on the Ho Chi Minh Marker (English and Viethamese)

LISTENING TO THE SOUND
OF RICE-POUNDING

Under the pestle how terribly the rice suffers!
But it comes out of the pounding as white as cotton.

In this world the same process happens to humans:
Hard trials turn them into diamonds bright.

HO CHI MINH, 1942

NGHE TIENG GIA GAO

Gao dem vao gia bao dau don,
Gao gia xong roi, trang tua bong;
S6ng & trén ddi ngudi ciing viy,
Gian nan rén luyén méi thanh cong.

HO CHi MINH, 1942
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