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SIX NEW NATIONAL MONUMENTS AND PHOTOGRAPHY BOOK CONTRIBUTE
TO PRESERVING S| NGAP ORIERITAGE

11 NOVEMBER 2009 i The National Heritage Board (NHB) is pleased to announce
six buildings which will be preserved as National Monuments. They are: Keng Teck
Whay; Command House; Former Raffles College; Church of St Teresa; Former St
James Power Station and Bowyer Block at the Singapore General Hospital. This
brings the current numberof Si ngaporeds National Monument ¢

The six new National Monuments were selected for their social-historical significance,
their importance to the community, as well as their architectural merit. These
buildings represent a good mix of institutional, civic and religious buildings, each with
its own story to tell. Together, they contribute to the collective Singapore story. In
preserving these six buildings as National Monuments, NHB hopes to be able to
leave a lasting legacy for future generations. Information on these six buildings can
be found in Annex A, with photographs of each building in Annex B.

Mr Michael Koh, Chief Executive Officer of the NHB said: fiThese sentinels of the
past speak volumes of our history and heritage. According them the status of
National Monuments will ensure that the buildings and the contributions of the
people behind them will remain in the consciousness of Singaporeans for
generations to come. 0

This commitmentt o preserve Si ngapo rlsods sednunialnew her i t
photography book titled Resonance Songs of our Forefathers by the Preservation of
Monuments Board (PMB). Feat uri ng 24 of Singaporédéds 55 |
book introduces both iconic and lesser known monuments to the public through the

artistic expressions of a team of photographers. It is the culmination of two years of

work by avid photographer Kwek Leng Joo, Managing Director of City Developments

Limited, and his team of photographers: Chow Chee Yong, Chris Yap, Darren Soh,

Huang Fan, Jonathan Yeap and Raymond Phang.

Said Mr Kwek Leng Joo: fAs a Singaporean, | am proud of our monuments which

stand in glory for the nateaeammnaddkfonthrmemoresage an.
of many. Being in the business of property development, buildings are naturally close
to my heart. I gl adly accepted PMBO6s invitat

me to personally re-acquaint myself with the many monuments that have been
around since my childhood. The team of photographers shared a common goal and
that is to present in print a combination of history and art that breaks away from
convention. A biography of all the photographers can be found in Annex C.



Resonance highlights buildings that have not only stood the test of time, but also
continue to be symbols of pioneers and leaders who made indelible marks on
Singapore's development and history. Special emphasis is placed on the
architectural details of these buildings, with aesthetically unique photographs offering
readers a visual treat through a variety of distinctive photographic styles. The book
will be launched on 11 November 2009 at the National Museum of Singapore by
RAdm (NS) Lui Tuck Yew, Acting Minister for Information, Communications and the
Arts.

The combined launch of the six new National Monuments and Resonance is timed
with the P M Bs@ngoing efforts to increase public engagement and appreciation of
Singaporeds Nat e want tdVleepuhe enoriureents alive in the
public imagination and for people to take the time to value not just the physical
structures but also the stories behind these monumental treasures,0 s B9 Jgéan
Wee, Director of PMB.

Resonance Songs of our Forefathers will be out in all major book stores at a
recommended retail price of S$80.00 (excluding GST).

For more information, please contact:

Ms Joyce Lee

Assistant Manager (Policy & Comms)
Preservation of Monuments Board
DID: 6332 7934

Fax: 6339 0782

Email: joyce_sl_lee@nhb.gov.sg

Ms Lynn Xu

Manager (Corporate Comms)

Corporate Communications & Industry Promotion
DID: 6332 3623

Mobile: 9108 3691

Fax: 6334 3054

Email: lynn_xu@nhb.gov.sg

About the National Heritage Board

The National Heritage Board (NHB) champions the development and promotion of a
vibrant cultural and heritage sector in Singapore. It makes heritage enriching,
relevant and accessible to all through staging innovative programmes and forging
collaborative partnerships with both private and people sector counterparts. NHB
leverages on state-of-the-art technology and refreshing new approaches to make
heritage more dynamic, alive and exciting for different audiences. It also manages
both national and public museums, the National Archives of Singapore, and the
Heritage Conservation Centre. NHB was formed on 1 August 1993 as a statutory
board under the Ministry of Information, Communications and the Arts (MICA).



About the Preservation of Monuments Board

The Preservation of Monuments Board was formed in 1971 following the
Preservation of Monuments Act enacted on 29 January 1971. It merged with the
National Heritage Board on 1 July 2009. To date, 55 historical buildings have been
gazetted as national monuments by the Preservation of Monuments Board. Of these,
26 of them are religious buildings, 9 are privately-owned buildings and 20 are
civic/institutional buildings. All gazetted monuments are installed with plaques
highlighting their historical significance. Preservation guidelines are also drawn up
for each monument to ensure that the preservation and restoration works on a
gazetted national monument are undertaken in a proper and systematic manner.



ANNEX A
About the six new National Monuments:

Keng Teck Whay

Built between 1847 and 1875 by 36 members of Hokkien Chinese heritage, Keng
Teck Whay was constructed using traditional Chinese building crafts and materials. It
is of min- nan architectural style, which is from the Southern Part of Fujian Province
China. The beauty of the building can be seen in the following feature: the Pavilion,
being a combination of octagonal upper floor resting on a square plan with perimeter
intermediate space, is unique in Singapore.

This building is a living testamentto thefoundi ng member s6 efforts a
and membership is presently limited to the descendents of the founding members.

Keng Teck Whay is an important component of the architectural ensemble of Thian

Hock Keng. Chung Wen Pagoda, Thian Hock Keng and Keng Teck Whay are

inseparable. Collectively, they contribute to the assembly of traditional Chinese

buildings on Telok Ayer Street.

Keng Teck Whay is a mutual self-help association and the building is used for
ancestral worship.

Former Command House at 17 Kheam Hock Road

Formerly known as 'Flagstaff House', this colonial period house was designed by

architect Frank Brewer, known for his work on several other colonial style buildings

in Singapore. Built in the 1930s, this house had several notable residents and was

an import a n't witness to Singaporeds past. Comma
residence of sixteen successive General Officer Commanding (GOC) Malaya and

Singapore between 1938 and 1971. Admiral Lord Louis Mountbatten, the Supreme

Allied Commander South East Asia Command, resided there in 1946.

Foll owing the British militaryds withdrawal
official residence of the Speaker of Singapore Parliament, Dr. Yeoh Ghim Seng who

lived there until 1989. It later served as a venue for State Functions by former

Singapore President Ong Teng Cheong (1993-1998). The House also has beautiful
architectural features. It was built as a colonial period house, incorporating late Arts

and Crafts movement features, and is designed for tropical living: it has a large
overhanging roof, the rooms are well ventilated by large doors, windows and vents,

and the verandas provide plenty of shelter. An interesting feature of the bungalow is

that the side wings are angled forward as if to embrace and welcome visitors.

In 2007, it became UBS Wealth Management Campus '‘Command House'.

Former Raffles College
Officially opened on 22 July 1929 by Sir Hugh Clifford, Governor, Straits Settlements,

Raffles College was dedicated to fAthe promo
the provision of higher education for students without distinction of sex, race,
natonal i ty or religion. o |t was the first i n

Malaya. The campus was designed by Cyril A. Farey and Graham D. Dawbam of
London, who were the winners of a British Empire-wide architectural competition in



1922. It was merged in 1949 with the King Edward VII School of Medicine to form the
University of Malaya, the precursor to the National University of Singapore.

The buildings to be preserved are Oei Tiong Ham Building, CJ Koh Law Library,
Manasseh Meyer Building, Federal Building, Eu Tong Sen Building and Li Ka Shing
Building, together with the Upper and Lower Quadrangle which serves as green
space between the buildings. These buildings have witnessed the chronicle of the
evolution of the university campus over the years.

These buildings at the NUS Bukit Timah Campus currently house the Law Faculty,
the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy and four Research Institutes.

Church of St Teresa
Officially opened on 7th April 1929, the Church of St Teresa is the first rural church in

Singapor e. Located on Bukit Purmei, whi

boasts of a dome and exhibits rare and distinctive architectural design and approach
to its massing and setting on hill and control of perspective. It was originally built to
serve the Hokkien-dialect Chinese Catholics in the Kampong Bahru area including
the port workers; it catered to the Catholics in the territorial boundary of Havelock
Road, Cantonment Road, Trafalgar Street, Outram Road, Alexander Road and Pasir
Panjang.

As part of its mission, the Church initiated the setting up of Catholic Schools in

Singapor e, such as the Carmelite Convcent

High School. The architecture is modeled after the Romano-Byzantine design of the
Basilica of the Sacred Heart in Monmartre, Paris. It has excellent exterior and interior
composition of detailing, ornamentation and craftsmanship.

Former St James Power Station
Prior to becoming a one-stop nightlife destination, the St. James Power Station was

Singaporebds first munici pal operated power

out with its distinctive red brick walls. When it opened, it signified the transfer of
electric generator technology to the Municipal. To expand its capacity, the station
was closed while gas turbine generators were added. It was officially re-opened by
Minister of Finance Dr Goh Keng Swee in 1960 and generated electricity until the
1970s.

The building is the only historical industrial building in Singapore with triple level arch
shaped windows. It has voluminous space in the interior which was initially designed
to house the electricity generators (machineries). After the power station was
decommissioned in the 1970s, the machineries were removed. The space was
converted for use for the club when the Power Station underwent restoration and
conversion for adaptive re-use in 2005.

Bowyer Block at the Singapore General Hospital

Established in 1821, the Singapore Gener al

Bowyer Block forms an important episode in the medical history of Singapore. The
original Bowyer Block was built in pavilion style with a portico and a clock tower by
architect, Major P. H. Keys.
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When the hospital opened at its current location on 29 March 1926, there were 800
beds and three blocks known as the Upper, Middle and Lower Blocks. Bowyer Block
is the only surviving building of the original 1926 buildings. It was renamed after Dr
John Herbert Bowyer, the former Chief Medical Officer who died during the war.
Today the Bowyer Block has been readapted for use as the SGH Museum.



1. Keng Teck Whay
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2. Former Command House

Aerial view of Keng TeChvaiIin
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3. Former Raffles College

Library Block
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Oei Tiong Ham Block

Old Arts Block



