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Lim Family Supports Singapore Art Museum 
With Donation of Xu Beihong’s Important Artwork 

15 August 2008 
 
 

 
            Portrait of Lim Loh    
              Xu Beihong 
              1927 
 
 
(15 August 2008)  Singapore Art Museum is delighted to announce the donation of 
Xu Beihong’s important artwork by the Lim family. This donation is made possible 
through the generosity of the Lim Family. The work, “Portrait of Lim Loh”, is now 
featured in Xu Beihong in Nanyang exhibition, and will significantly enhance the 
permanent collection of the Singapore Art Museum. The donation ceremony will be 
officiated by the Guest of Honour, Dr Lee Boon Yang, Minister for Information, 
Communications and the Arts on 15 August at 11 am at SAM Glass Hall. 
 
Xu Beihong (1895 – 1953) is one of the most seminal figures in the history of 
modern Chinese painting. He was one of the first to articulate the need for artistic 
expressions that reflected a new modern China at the beginning of the twentieth 
century. As one of the earliest Chinese artists to be trained in Europe, he was 
instrumental in promoting the use of scientific realism and the direct study of 
rejuvenating ink painting.   
 
In 1927, Xu was commissioned to paint the portrait of Lim Chee Gee, also known as 
Lim Loh. A renowned business figure in brick and food production in Singapore, Lim 
Loh was the father of famous Singapore war-time hero Lim Bo Seng (1909-1944) 
who died during the anti-Japanese activities in World War II.  



                                   

 
Xu is famous for incorporating Western realism with traditional Chinese art forms, 
and the Portrait of Lim Loh exemplifies Xu’s style of portraiture combining western 
techniques featuring local subject matter. The portrait is also known as one of the 
few surviving oil paintings from Xu’s artistic sojourn in Singapore in the 1920s.  
   
In honour of his late son, Lim Bo Seng who was a wartime hero, the donation 
ceremony will be held on 15 August, the official date of Japanese surrender to the 
Allies in World War II.  
 
Says Lim Family, the donor of Portrait of Lim Loh, “The work Portrait of Lim Loh is a 
historically important piece by acclaimed Chinese artist Xu Beihong who has with a 
strong link to Singapore history. Our family has entrusted this precious painting to 
the Singapore Art Museum, for future generations of Singaporeans to appreciate 
and enjoy.”  
 
Says Director, Singapore Art Museum, Mr Kwok Kian Chow, “Xu Beihong’s Portrait 
of Lim Loh is both a significant social-historical documentation as well as an artistic 
masterpiece of 1920s Singapore. Lim Loh was a foremost architect of Singapore 
and this rare work speaks volumes on social cultural life then, and how it linked to 
China, Western academic art, and the broader international context.”  
 
Media are cordially invited to the donation ceremony cum media conference. 
Photograph opportunities available. 
 
 
Please refer to the following Annexes for more information: 
Annex A About Donation Ceremony and Lim family 
Annex B About Portrait of Lim Loh  
Annex C Biography of Xu Beihong 
Annex D        About Singapore Art Museum 
 
For media interviews and further information contact:   
 
Sybil Chiew    DID:  6332 3291 
Senior MarComs Officer   FAX: 6334 7919 
Singapore Art Museum   E-mail: Sybil_Chiew@nhb.gov.sg 
 
Koren Kwan    DID:  6332 3217 
Assistant Manager (MarComs) FAX: 6334 7919 
Singapore Art Museum  Email: Koren_Kwan@nhb.gov.sg 
 
For general enquiries, please contact Front desk at 6332 3222.   
For more information, visit www.singart.com 
 
Monday to Sunday : 10am to 7pm, with extended hours and   
FREE Admission on Friday from 6pm to 9pm 
 
Singapore Art Museum is located at 71 Bras Basah Road, Singapore 189555 



                                   

Annex A: About Donation Ceremony and Lim Family  
 
Donation Artwork: Portrait of Lim Loh by Xu Beihong 
Donor: Lim family 
Guest of Honour: Dr Lee Boon Yang 

         Minister for Information, Communications and the Arts 
 
Date and Time: 11am, 15 August 2008 
Venue: Glass Hall, Singapore Art Museum 
Programme: 
11 00 am Arrival of Guests 
11 30 am Arrival of Guest of Honour 
11 35 am  Welcome Address and Speeches 
11 50 am  Unveiling of Donation Work 
12 00 pm  Reception 
 
Significance of Ceremony Date 
The donation ceremony will be held on 15 August, the official date of Japanese 
surrender to the Allies in World War II, in honour of Lim Bo Seng (1909-1944), the 
wartime hero of Lim family.  
 
About Lim Loh 
Lim Chee Gee, known to many as Towkay Lim Loh, played an important role in 
Singapore’s construction scene during the first part of the 20th century.  
 
Lim was a well known business figure in the brick and food production business in 
Singapore. He was involved in the building of many significant structures that helped 
shaped the early development of the central districts of Singapore, such as the 
Victoria Memorial Hall, the Parliament House and Goodwood Hotel. Lim was also a 
prominent businessman in other areas. He ran a successful brick-making business, 
later ventured into the area of rubber-tapping, and established a biscuit factory.  
 
History of Lim family  
Mr Lim Chee Gee, also know as Lim Loh (Lin Zhiyi or Lin Lu), was born in Nan’an, 
China. Lim was a well-known businessman, and he ran successful businesses in 
brick and biscuit manufacturing in Singapore. He is better known as the father of war 
hero Lim Bo Seng.  
 
Lim Bo Seng (1909-1944), the eleventh child of Lim Loh, is known as the war hero 
during the World War II.  After the Japanese invasion in China in 1937, Lim joined 
the Overseas Chinese Mobilisation Council, a volunteer group set up by the 
philanthropist Tan Kah Kee, to organize relief efforts for the Chinese in China. 
During World War II, Lim then led anti-Japanese resistance movement, and was 
killed by the Japanese after being captured in Malaya in 1944.  
 
 
 
 
 



                                   

 
 
Relationship between Xu Beihong and Lim family 
In 1927, facing financial difficulties in Europe, Xu Beihong made his way to 
Singapore to seek help from Huang Manshi. Through Huang’s introduction, Xu was 
commissioned to paint portraits for Lim Loh and his family.  
 
Xu and Lim Bo Seng got along well as they were both concerned about China’s 
plight. Lim was instrumental in helping to organize Xu’s exhibition in Singapore in 
1939, as well as persuading the Straits-born Chinese community to raise funds to 
commission Xu to paint a portrait of the last British governor of the Straits 
Settlements in Singapore, Sir Shenton Whitelegge Thomas. The latter’s portrait is 
now with the National Museum of Singapore’s collection. 
 
Lim Bo Seng’s Diary at the National Archives of Singapore 
Lim Bo Seng’s diary is one of several World War II records that were donated to the 
National Archives of Singapore (NAS) in 1992 by the late Mr Lim Leong Geok, eldest 
son and former Executive Director of MRT Corporation. The diary records details of 
the situation in Singapore over the last days before the surrender of the British, as 
well as Lim’s dilemma in making his decision as to whether he should stay with his 
family in Singapore or leave for a safer location to protect his family and himself from 
the Japanese. The diary records details of Lim’s journey out of Singapore to Padang, 
as well as interesting notes that include the formulas for secret inks, methods of 
creating secret messages and operational plans of Force136. The diary is now on 
permanent display within the exhibition gallery at Memories at Old Ford Factory 
along with other World War II records such as POW sketches and Japanese maps 
of Singapore. 
 
Looking at life during the Japanese Occupation in detail, the exhibition “Syonan 
Years: Singapore Under Japanese Rule 1942 – 1945”, anchors its story upon NAS’ 
extensive collection of oral history interviews and World War II records, including 
Lim’s diary. The exhibition at Memories is open for viewing on Monday to Fridays 
from 9am to 5.30pm and on Saturdays from 9am to 1.30pm. Visitors can visit out 
website www.s1942.org.sg for more details.  
 
More World War II records including permits, passes and ration cards issued by the 
Japanese Military Administration have also been preserved by NAS and are 
accessible at out Archives Reading Room at 1 Canning Rise, which opens from 
Mondays to Fridays, 9am to 5.30pm, and on Saturdays, from 9am to 1.30pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                   

Annex B: About Portrait of Lim Loh 
 
 

 
 
Portrait of Lim Loh 
Xu Beihong 
1927 
Oil on canvas 
116 x 77 cm  
 
Signed and dated “PEON 1927” 
 
 
Inscription (on fan):  
Based in the understanding that the chrysanthemum embodies both moral and 
physical attributes, it is possible to know both a person’s moral conduct and a 
flower’s characteristics. As explained by Old Man Zhiyi. Beihong.  
 
Seal (on fan): 
Xu (oval seal in relief) 
 
 
Significance of Artwork 
Xu is famous for incorporating Western realism with traditional Chinese art forms, 
and the Portrait of Lim Loh exemplifies Xu’s style of portraiture combining western 
techniques featuring local subject matter. The portrait is also known as one of the 
few surviving oil paintings from Xu’s artistic sojourn in Singapore in the 1920s.  
 
* Lim Loh is estimated to be 76 yrs old when the painting was done. He died in 1929 
at the age of 78. 
 
 
 
 
 



                                   

Annex C: Biography of Xu Beihong 
 
Xu Beihong (1895 – 1953) is one of the most seminal figures in the history of 
modern Chinese painting. He was one of the first to articulate the need for artistic 
expressions that reflected a new modern China at the beginning of the twentieth 
century.  
 
Between 1919 and 1942, Xu transited through Nanyang seven times. After the 
outbreak of the Second Sino-Japanese War in 1937, Xu travelled to Southeast Asia 
to raise funds for the resistance movement, through the sale of his paintings.  
 
In January1939, Xu brought works to Singapore to raise funds. The show, which 
Huang Manshi helped to arrange, was held at Victoria Memorial Hall and the 
Chinese Chamber of Commerce. It was a success with many distinguished guests 
attending the opening, and 171 works were shown with a sum of $15,398 raised. 
Apart from his exhibition, Xu also gave talks to schools and art societies in 
Singapore, and painted numerous works including the portrait of Sir Thomas 
Shenton, Governor of Singapore.  
 
In late 1939, Xu received an invitation from Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941), 
President of the Sino-Indian Cultural Society, to hold exhibitions in India and give 
talks. Xu left for India and held his first show at Tagore’s university Visva Bharati in 
Santiniketan in December 1939.  
 
 
 
Annex D: About Singapore Art Museum 
 
Opened in January 1996, the mission of the Singapore Art Museum (SAM) is to 

preserve and present the art histories and contemporary art practices of Singapore 

and the Southeast Asian region. To date, SAM has amassed the world’s largest 

public collection of modern and contemporary Southeast Asian artworks with a 

growing component in international contemporary art. The museum has presented 

shows covering both local and international art practices, traditional and cutting edge 

art expressions. Through strategic alliances with international arts and cultural 

institutions, SAM has been facilitating visual arts education, exchange, research and 

development within the region and internationally. Through forging collaborative 

partnerships and staging innovative programmes to engage different audiences, 

SAM aims to contribute to an enlarged role in the regional visual arts community and 

Asian art museology, as well as facilitating developments in art as well as the art 

sector in Singapore. 

 


