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Press Release 
 
 

Official Launch of 8Q sam  
and  

Inaugural Exhibition 8Q-Rate: School 
15 August  2008 

 

 
 
(13 August 2008)  Singapore Art Museum is delighted to announce the official 
launch of 8Q sam, the new extended contemporary wing of SAM, and its inaugural 
exhibition 8Q-Rate: School. On 15 August 2008, the 15 days of festivities of NHB 
15th anniversary will end on a high note with the opening of NHB's newest 
contemporary art space - 8Q sam at 8 Queen Street.  
 
The exhibition opening will be officiated by Guest of Honour, RADM (NS) Lui 
Tuck Yew, Senior Minister of State, Ministry of Education and Ministry of 
Information, Communications and the Arts, on 15 August 2008, Friday, 7pm, at 
8Q sam. Media preview led by the curators will be held on 13 August, 
Wednesday, 11am at 8Q sam.  

 
In conjunction with the launch of 8Q sam, SAM is happy to formally announce its 
new Chair, Ms Jane Ittogi (
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).  A lawyer by training, Ms Ittogi is passionate 
about the role that contemporary visual arts can play in community engagement.  
 
Says SAM Chair, Ms Jane Ittogi, “Both the main SAM building – the former St 
Joseph’s Institution, as well as this new 8Q building, were originally built as schools.  
We see these former school buildings as apt embodiment of our vision for SAM and 
8Q – a place of discovery, learning and a journey of shared lives. These walls will 
resonate with works and activity which will challenge us all!” 
 
8Q sam is a contemporary art space with fresh, multi-disciplinary, interactive and 
community oriented programming; a place where the public can directly experience 



                                              

the work and ideas of living artists, and understand the historical, social and cultural 
context of the art of our time. 8Q sam will support experimental art forms and is 
envisioned to become a crossroad of new knowledges, cultures and expressions. 
Visitors will have the opportunity to experience the diversity of contemporary art 
practices ranging from painting and sculpture, to installation, film & video, 
photography, new media, performance art and sound art.  
 
8Q sam is located at 8 Queen Street, one street away from SAM main building. The 
former school site has been refurbished to become an exciting new space that 
engages local audiences with new and experimental forms of artistic expressions. In 
addition to its gallery space showcasing changing exhibitions, 8Q sam also features 
a children’s gallery and experimental artist spaces.  
 
The inaugural exhibition 8Q-Rate: School features eight young contemporary 
Singaporean artists: Donna Ong, Tan Kai Syng, Jason Wee, :Phunk Studio, Jahan 
Loh, Grace Tan, Ahmad Abu Bakar and Chong Li-Chuan. As the title implies, 8 
curators worked with 8 artists, and they collectively explored on the theme of 
"school" in response to the site and location of 8Q which was once the Catholic High 
School. The artists each created exciting and sometimes unconventional new works 
for the exhibition including installations, new media, sound works, and street-inspired 
art.  
 
Says Director, Singapore Art Museum, Mr Kwok Kian Chow, “8Q is Singapore Art 
Museum’s new wing for contemporary art. As a new wing, 8Q takes on a 
contemporary outlook that is differentiated from the museum’s historical art 
programmes. 8Q’s inaugural exhibition explores this very zone of school within and 
outside and the museum’s own trajectories of school to museum.  Eight Singaporean 
artists work with eight museum curators, to realise the inaugural presentation of 8Q-
Rate: School. ” 
 
On the opening night, all are invited to join in an evening of live music, drinks and 
refreshments as we welcome Singapore's newest museum on the block. DJ Tony 
Tay of Zouk will bring break beats dance music for the unique entertainment night. 
8Q-Rate: School opens to public on 15 August and ends 9 January 2009.  
 
Sponsorship of beverages for opening ceremony by Asia Pacific Breweries. 
Partial sponsorship of music and entertainment for opening night by Zouk.  
 
 
Please refer to the following Annexes for more information: 
 
Annex A About 8Q sam 
Annex B About Chair, Singapore Art Museum, Ms Jane Ittogi 
Annex C  Biography of 8Q-Rate: School artists 
Annex D About Singapore Art Museum and 8Q sam 
 
 

For media interviews and further information contact:   



                                              

Sybil Chiew    DID:  6332 3291 

Senior MarComs Officer   FAX: 6334 7919 

Singapore Art Museum   E-mail: Sybil_Chiew@nhb.gov.sg 

 

Koren Kwan    DID:  6332 3217 

Assistant Manager (MarComs) FAX: 6334 7919 

Singapore Art Museum  Email: Koren_Kwan@nhb.gov.sg 

 

Monday to Sunday : 10am to 7pm, with extended hours and   

FREE Admission on Friday from 6pm to 9pm 

Singapore Art Museum is located at 71 Bras Basah Road, Singapore 189555 

8Q sam is located at 8 Queen Street, Singapore 188535 

 
For general enquiries, please contact Front desk at 6332 3222.   
For more information, visit www.singart.com 
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Image of 8Q sam premise 
 
 
Backgrounder  
Singapore Art Museum's (SAM) contemporary art programming in the past decade, 
in tandem with developments in the art world, calls for the need for a dedicated wing 
for contemporary art programming. This will be realised when the new contemporary 
art space at 8 Queen Street – 8Q sam – opens on 15 August 2008.  
 
8Q sam is a contemporary art space with fresh, multi-disciplinary, interactive and 
community oriented programming; a place where the public can directly experience 
the work and ideas of living artists, and in relation to its aesthetic and social context. 
8Q sam will support experimental art forms and is envisioned to become a crossroad 
of new ideas and expressions. 
 
8Q sam aspires to engage a broad and diverse audience, create a sense of 
community and be a place for contemplation, stimulation, and discussion about 
contemporary art and culture, and serves as a forum especially for the students.  
Visitors will have the opportunity to experience the diversity of contemporary art 
practices ranging from painting and sculpture, to installation, film & video, 
photography, new media, performance art and sound art.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                              

Information on 8Q sam  
 
 

 
·  Address: 8 Queen Street, Singapore 188535 
 
 
·  8Q sam premise: Former Catholic High School, 50m away from            
                                   SAM main building 
·  Total floor space: 3,500 square metres 
·  Number of floors: 4 levels 
·  Number of galleries: 6 galleries 
·  Facilities and art spaces:  
      ArtQ, a children’s gallery on level one 
      2 food & beverage spaces on level one 
      1 retail space on level one 
      2 function rooms on level two, named Octo (Latin for ‘8’) and Qoppa      
      (Greek for ‘Q’) 
 
 

·  Opening Hours: (same as SAM)  
Monday to Sunday: 10am to 7pm (extended hours on Friday, till 9pm)
FREE Admission: 12 pm - 2 pm on weekday, 6pm - 9pm on Friday 

 
·  Admission to SAM and 8Qsam: 

 SAM 8Q sam Combined SAM & 8Q sam 
Adult:  $ 8 $ 3 $ 10 
Student (with valid 
student card):  

$ 4 $ 1.5 $ 5 

Senior Citizen 
(above 60 years):  

$ 4 $ 1.5 $ 5 
 



                                              

 
 

·  Map and Directions: 

 
 
 



                                              

Annex B 
 
Ms Jane Ittogi 
Chair, Singapore Art Museum 
Partner, Shook Lin & Bok LLP, Singapore 
 

 
 
Experience: Jane Ittogi read law at the London School of Economics & Political 
Science and was admitted to the Middle Temple as a Barrister. She also has an LLM 
from the LSE. After undergoing pupillage at a set of leading commercial chambers, 
she spent several years working in London lecturing in banking, shipping and 
commercial law at undergraduate and post-graduate levels and as head of an in-
house legal department. Upon her return to Singapore, she worked as feature and 
leader writer at The Straits Times for a few years, before deciding to return to law. In 
1988, she was admitted to the Singapore Bar and has been a partner since 1990.  
 
Personal: Married to Tharman Shanmugaratnam, with four school going children. 
Born in Japan, and had all schooling in Singapore.  Spends much time on social 
outreach work, and reading programmes for young children. 



                                              

Annex C 
Biography of the 8Q-Rate: School artists 
 
Ahmad Abu Bakar 
Born in 1963, Ahmad graduated from LASALLE College of the Arts with a Diploma in 
Fine Arts (Ceramics) in 1989. He then furthered his studies at the University of 
Tasmania, obtaining a Bachelor’s Degree in Fine Arts (Sculpture) in 1995. In 2001, 
he graduated with a Master’s Degree in Fine Arts from Royal Melbourne Institute of 
Technology (LASALLE-SIA College of the Arts). Working as a lecturer at LASALLE 
from 1996 to 2008, he is now a full-time artist. He has taken part in numerous local 
and international exhibitions including all three Asian Ceramics Network shows since 
2005, Provocative Things – which marked the official opening of Sculpture Square in 
Singapore in 1999 and the National Sculpture Seminar at the National Art Museum 
Gallery in Singapore in 1991. 
 
Chong Li-Chuan 
Li-Chuan Chong (also known as Chu'an) is a composer and sonic artist. Born in 
1975, Republic of Singapore, Chuan started his training in music at age seven on the 
piano with Madam Yeo Bee Choo. At fourteen, Chuan moved to London, United 
Kingdom, and continued to study the piano with the late Mr Peter Gellhorn (1912-
2004). Chuan's obsession with composing was kindled during that period and he 
later focused on Composition (Acoustic Pathway) and Aesthetics in his bachelor 
degree (BMus) at Goldsmiths College, University of London. Chuan had the good 
fortune to keep up his piano studies with the late Ms Susan Bradshaw (1931-2005) 
during his undergraduate years, concentrating on keyboard music by J.S. Bach and 
Dimitri Shostakovich. Chuan went on to obtain a Masters in Composition (Studio 
Pathway) at Goldsmiths College, and carried out post-graduate research under the 
supervision of Dr Katharine Norman, Dr Nye Parry, Dr Michael Young, and Dr John 
Levack Drever. Chuan is interested in the parallel conversations to be had between 
art and philosophy, in particular that of 'identity formation' and 'materiality'. Chuan is 
keen on collaborating with artists of various disciplines, involving sound as a key 
element in concept and realisation. Chuan has worked on numerous projects with 
practitioners in theatre, performance and visual arts, writing music and sound design 
for film and video, and hopes to continually expand his horizon in the field of sound 
organisation.  
 
Jahan Loh 
Jahan is a visual artist who works primarily in the field of urban pop painting. In his 
visually spectacular work, Jahan significantly merges both the traditional 
presentation mode of ‘high-end’ visual pop art and modern street art, into his 
paintings. He introduces a fusion of east meets west aesthetic into urban aerosol 
painting in the streets, which penetrated into world of fine art through his 
controversial CHERRY POP art show in Singapore. When’s he’s not in his studio 
painting on canvases, he can be found painting his name across different mediums 
and shows round the globe. Jahan has had several sold out art shows including a 
recent joint show with CRASHONE (Bronx) in the Singapore Esplanade. His 
drawings, sculptures and paintings exhibit internationally. 
 
 



                                              

Donna Ong 
Donna Ong is a sculpture installation artist whose works have been exhibited both locally 
and internationally, in shows such as the 2nd Moscow Biennale and the inaugural Singapore 
Biennale 2007. Since her graduation from Goldsmiths College, London and University 
College with a degree in Fine Art as well as in Architecture, she has received much positive 
critical review for her installations. Her first solo show titled “Palace of Dreams” was held at 
The Arts House, formerly known as the Old Parliament. She has won several awards and 
prizes, including the Singapore Undergraduate Scholarship from UCL, the Shell-NAC 
scholarship from the Singapore Arts Council and Shell and the Sefton Open Competition in 
Two-Dimensional Art (2004), UK. Her recent activities include an exhibition at 798 for the 
Singapore Season in China, a residency by AIT and accompanying exhibition at Skia gallery 
Tokyo. 
 
Grace Tan 
Grace tan was born in 1979 in Malaysia and is currently based in Singapore. She 
graduated from temasek polytechnic (Singapore) in 1999 and joined song&Kelly 
designing the women's collection. In 2003, Grace left the design studio to set-up 
kwodrent. kwodrent was started as a personal journey to explore clothes and design 
in a new light. It is a progressive series of works based on study of rectangles, 
referenced to material and construction methods. The kwodrent series is designed 
and made by hand, producing works that resonate with human senses. The organic 
and intuitive qualities of the design-thought process remains etched while the 
geometric properties of the rectangles create a poetic dialogue with the body. How 
are clothes designed and perceived? kwodrent hopes to probe this, while for now it 
has also served as a starting point for new discussions and works. 
 
Tan Kai Syng 
Born in 1975, Tan Kai Syng was initially trained in painting and sculpture. She 
graduated with a Bachelor’s Degree in Fine Arts from the Slade School of Fine Art in 
United Kingdom in 1998 and later obtained a Master’s Degree in Fine Arts from the 
Department of Imaging Arts & Sciences, Musashino Art University in Japan. Since 
winning the ‘Most Promising Young Artist’ award at the UOB Painting of the Year 
Competition in Singapore in 1993, she has gained critical acclaim for her video works, 
garnering awards such as 8th Panasonic Video Awards in 1994 and Certificate of 
Merit for the New Visions category at the 42nd San Francisco International Film 
Festival's Golden Gate Awards in 1999. Apart from her solo shows in Singapore and 
Tokyo, Kai Syng has also taken part in many group exhibitions including the 
Biennale of Sydney 2006 and the Yamagata International Documentary Film Festival 
in 2001. 
 
Jason Wee 
Born in 1978, Singapore. Lives and work in New York and Singapore. Jason Wee founded 
and runs Grey Projects, an artist-directed alternative art space. He is the editor of 
Softblow.com. He was previously editor of Vehicle arts journal. He was the 2004 winner of 
the prestigious Shell-National Arts Council Award, Singapore’s largest award for emerging 
artist. He was a 2005-2006 Studio Fellow at the Whitney Museum Independent Study 
Program. His large-scale installation ‘1987’ was shown in the 1st Singapore Biennale 
2006.He has shown in the Chelsea Art Museum (New York), Singapore Art Museum, Peer 
Gallery (New York), Photo New York, PS122 Gallery (New York), Asian-American Art Center, 
Art Seasons Gallery (Singapore). He begins a residency at Artspace, Sydney in December 



                                              

2007. His critical writings have been published in Art Papers, Substation Magazine, as well 
as in exhibition catalogues for a younger generation of Southeast Asian artists. 
 
:phunk studio 
Jackson Tan, Alvin Tan Melvin Chee and William Chan, came together to 
form :phunk (studio). After working on numerous special design projects ranging 
from print (graphic zines) to t-shirt design, the four decided to take their urban street 
sensibilities to common platform. The birth of each special design project allows 
them to move forward, as they explore innovative modes of visual communication 
with an everexpanding list supportive industry counterparts from around the globe. 
Their expansive scope of projects range from graphic design publications to audio-
visual graphic installations. Their focus is to employ aesthetic intelligence to 
effectively communicate a visual idea or emotion. Having realized their ambition to 
put home-grown creative talent on the global map of recognition, UTOPIA the 
successful :tranmission project, :phunk remains single-minded in their focus to fuse 
forward-thinking visual concepts to what they enjoy doing most. As self-admitted 
information junkies, inspiration comes from everything and anything visual and/ or 
sub-cultural. The :phunk aesthetic is an amalgamation of their urban street culture to 
pop-culture to experiments in content development. :phunk has enjoyed numerous 
award recognitions and editorial coverage in numerous publications for both their 
experimental and commercial works, including IdN (Hong Kong), 100 Shows, the 
D&AD (London), XLR8R (San Francisco) Tokion (New York) & etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                              

Annex D 
About Singapore Art Museum and 8Q sam 
 
Opened in January 1996, the mission of the Singapore Art Museum (SAM) is to 
preserve and present the art histories and contemporary art practices of Singapore 
and the Southeast Asian region. To date, SAM has amassed the world’s largest 
public collection of modern and contemporary Southeast Asian artworks with a 
growing component in international contemporary art. The museum has presented 
shows covering both local and international art practices, traditional and cutting edge 
art expressions. Through strategic alliances with international arts and cultural 
institutions, SAM has been facilitating visual arts education, exchange, research and 
development within the region and internationally. Through forging collaborative 
partnerships and staging innovative programmes to engage different audiences, 
SAM aims to contribute to an enlarged role in the regional visual arts community and 
Asian art museology, as well as facilitating developments in art as well as the art 
sector in Singapore. 
  
8Q sam is a contemporary art space with fresh, multi-disciplinary, interactive and 
community oriented programming; a place where the public can directly experience 
the work and ideas of living artists, and in relation to its aesthetic and social context. 
8Q sam will support experimental art forms and is envisioned to become a crossroad 
of new ideas and expressions. 8Q sam aspires to engage a broad and diverse 
audience, create a sense of community and be a place for contemplation, stimulation, 
and discussion about contemporary art and culture, and serves as a forum especially 
for the students. Visitors will have the opportunity to experience the diversity of 
contemporary art practices ranging from painting and sculpture, to installation, film & 
video, photography, new media, performance art and sound art.  
 

 


