


member delegation to Indonesia in January 2006, the
fourth in the series of visits to ASEAN countries that
began in 2004.

Renewing Sino-Singapore Bilateral Relations

In November 2005, MICA Minister Dr Lee Boon Yang
and Mr Sun Jiazheng, Minister of Culture for the
People’s Republic of China, signed an MOU to renew
the 4th Executive-Programme (EP) (2006 to 2008) on
cultural cooperation. With this MOU, ACM will work
with relevant Chinese agencies on an exhibition
showcasing Chinese ancient bronzes on loan from
the Sichuan-based Sanxingdui Museum, scheduled to
take place in 2007. The MOU also paved the way for
a joint travelling exhibition on contemporary ink
painting and calligraphy by SAM, Guangdong Art
Museum, China Art Academy in Hangzhou and the
Shanghai Art Museum. SAM will also discuss research
attachments with the China Art Academy in Hangzhou
and Central Academy of Art in Beijing.

OUR VALUED SUPPORTERS
Friends of the Museums (Singapore)

Our strategic partner for over two decades, the
Friends of the Museums (Singapore) (FOM) further
expanded its mission. The group will now look at
ways to raise funds for Singapore museums in addition
to volunteer support.
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To date, FOM has about 300 active volunteers who
support us with the weekday museum guided tours
and other programmes. In FY 2005, its English-
speaking docents guided more than 40,000 visitors,
a quarter of whom were students. Besides being
museum guides, FOM docents and volunteers also
helped with exhibition research, training of new guides
and working with independent volunteers, including
students, to develop and implement museum
programmes. Examples included the new story boards
at ACM, Empress Place, and the Young People’s
programme at SAM.

To recognise their contributions, ACM showed its
appreciation for its FOM docents and other volunteer
support groups at the annual Graduation and
Appreciation Evening in November 2005.

Museum Volunteers

Our second group of volunteers, the Museum
Volunteers (MV), celebrated its first anniversary on

1 May 2005. By the end of FY 2005, the MVs have
conducted about 1,200 tours for thousands of local
and foreign visitors to our museums. They had also
successfully conducted a 16-week training course for
new ACM volunteer guides, two of whom were
interviewed and featured on media channels such
as Channel News Asia, Channel 8 and Channel U in
January 2006.

With these new volunteers, the MV group now has
more than 110 members actively volunteering on
weekends and public holidays. They will also be
conducting a volunteer guide training course for
another NHB museum.

Thanking Our Supporters

Other than the FOM and MV volunteers, we would
like to extend a big word of thanks to our many
independent volunteers, donors, sponsors, supporters
and partners. Their selfless acts helped to make the
NHB experience so much more memorable and
enriching. These worthy individuals and organisations
had given to us invaluable gifts, whether in cash,
artefacts, in kind, or in energy and time. Without their
selfless and relentless support, we would certainly not
have achieved what we had today.
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