





- Singapore Post Limited for donating $300,000 in
cash to the Singapore Philatelic Museum

FORGING REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL
FRIENDSHIPS

Fifth, we continued to nurture new networks and
friendships with our regional counterparts.

We continued to collaborate with our ASEAN
counterparts. In January 06, Chairman NHB led a 14-
member delegation to visit museums and cultural
officials in Jakarta, Yogyakarta and Bali to network and
to explore projects which we could jointly undertake.
Following the visit, NHB has appointed Dr Oei Hong
Djien of Magelang and Pak Suteja Neka of Bali to the
SAM Board.

In April 2005, the Heritage Conservation Centre (HCC)
organised and hosted a workshop on “Heritage
Conservation Development and Collaborations in
ASEAN Countries” 20 delegates representing the 10
ASEAN countries attended the workshop which, inter
alia, discussed the establishment of a regional heritage
conservation network.

As part of ongoing efforts in professional exchange
amongst archivists in the region, NAS provided training
to Arsip Nasional Republic Indonesia (ANRI) in records
management, electronic archiving and archives
conservation. NAS conservators also learnt from ANRI's
experience in salvaging and restoring tsunami records
from Aceh.

Singapore had also signed an MOU with China in
November 2005 to renew bilateral cultural
cooperation. This significant move opened the doors
for ACM to work with the Sichuan Cultural Relics
Bureau on an exhibition of Chinese ancient bronzes
from the famous Sanxingdui site, taking place in
January 2007. The MOU has also paved the way for
Singapore Art Museum (SAM) to collaborate with the
Guangzhou Art Museum, China Art Academy in
Hangzhou and Shanghai Art Museum.

HARNESSING THE POWER OF TECHNOLOGY

Sixth, we had harnessed the power of technology to
engage and delight our customers.

Chairman & CEQO's Review

In May 2005, the first Singapore Family Tree Portal was
unveiled by Senior Minister Goh Chok Tong. This portal
enables Singaporeans to document their personal
and family histories, build their family trees and
share family values. To date, over 4,420 families have
signed up.

A new Museum eGuide (MeG) was also developed.
Visitors can listen to audio and video files by simply
pointing a Personal Digital Assistant (PDA) at any
artefact. They can also recreate their museum
experience back at home through internet access.
MeG is being pilot tested at SAM and will be
introduced to the other museums subsequently.

Extending our reach in cyberspace, we launched two
interactive portals on 2 March 2006. They are
yesterday.sg, Singapore’s very first blog on heritage
and museums, and museums.com.sg, an industry
portal featuring what's hot and happening in the
museums and heritage scene. Both websites were
well received and have attracted a younger group of
e-savvy museum lovers.

LOOKING AHEAD

The road ahead looks bright and promising. With
continued public, private and people support for the
heritage sector, we are confident that Singapore’s
heritage scene will grow from strength to strength.
The opening of iconic national institutions like the
National Museum, the flourishing of private and public
museums, and the growing interest in museum-going
are all positive signs. Indeed, we are well on our way
to making Singapore a centre of museum excellence.
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